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men might feel justified in abstaining from
recognition of a disputed claim.

After the severance from the Pope the affairs
of the Church were carried on with increased
decorum. The day of magnificent pluralists
was over ; there was no second Wolsey, with
his Renaissance morals. The doctrine incul-
cated in official publications and enforced by
criminal proceedings under Acts of Parlia-
ment was quite traditional, and if there
were some fluctuations of policy they came
to little. Two bishops who held the views
that were coining in from Germany were
forced to resign their sees ; one of them was
Latimer. Deprivation and burning were often
inflicted on teachers of the new doctrines.
Most of the leaders in the future Marian
reaction were men who came to the front
under Henry. Gardiner, Bonner and Tunstall
were among his bishops. The better govern-
ment of the Church was provided for by six
new sees, one of which, Westminster, was
unfortunately suppressed under Edwaad VI. ;
but they were so poorly endowed that it is
unjust to charge their occupants with pluralism
for holding other preferment with them. Till
the nineteenth century it was a necessity.
We can hardly regard the circulation of an
English Bible and the introduction of an